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When Trustees where assigned to specific areas of responsibility, Tony Hooper undertook to look after publicity and media-

related subjects. This arrangement has resulted in prompt responses to enquires from the Press and researchers and will 

undoubtedly bring benefits in terms of “raising the profile” of the Folly Fellowship. This combined with Tony’s wide-ranging 

business experience makes him an invaluable colleague.

The Magazine, Journal, website and Foll-e bulletins continue to delight thanks to the creative talents of the publications team. 

This year saw the completion of Rita and Pieter Boogaart’s magnificent two-part Journal “Follies in France”. It was 

rapturously received and will, I am certain, accompany many members on their cross-channel adventures. Rita and Pieter’s 

generosity in sponsoring this very special publication is far beyond what we could possibly have anticipated. We are 

enormously grateful to them.  The task of following these wonderful volumes fell to Iain Jackson with his terrific 2011 Journal 

on grottoes – of which more in next year’s report but we very much hope that we may continue to enjoy the fruits of Iain’s 

talents.

We continue to benefit from the in-depth architectural and historical knowledge of Andrew Plumridge. When the splendid 

Foll-e bulletins arrive in my Inbox I know that I will be in for a real treat and a very welcome distraction from the often 

dreary tasks of the day. A perfect excuse to allow myself to be diverted knowing that I will not only be delighted but will 

learn much in the process.

Our stalwart Events Co-ordinator, Elizabeth Waters, has reported on the many tremendous events elsewhere. What I will say 

here is that they were as varied and enjoyable as ever, taking members to numerous intriguing places. Our Annual Garden 

Party was held at Hall Barn courtesy of our delightful member, the Hon. Mrs Jenefer Farncombe. Those of us who had 

attended that lovely place several years ago were thrilled to see the progress being made there to develop and enhance the 

grounds. 
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The Folly Fellowship continues to flourish due to the hard work and enthusiasm of a small band of volunteers and the 

wonderful support of the Membership. Once again this has resulted in a year full of exciting outings, events and publications. 

Thanks to the generosity of Simon Scott, our AGM at East Haddon was enhanced by a visit to the lovely Haddonstone 

gardens. Simon has been a staunch supporter of the Charity and we are grateful for his continued support. 

Hilary Peter’s excellent magazine continues to be at the centre of our regular communication with all members. Her editorial 

talents have resulted in consistently delightful articles and news which are so appreciated by all who receive it.

And of course our website, created and managed by Alan Terrill is now at the heart of the Charity’s operation, providing a 

raft of information, attractive images and up-to-date news of folly-related matters. Alan’s dedication and talent for design 

have produced a website of which I am immensely proud.

Central to the administration of the Charity is the work of the Membership Secretary, in our case the wonderful Gloria 

Powell. Gloria took over the role from Norma Hebden (truly a hard act to follow!) but she has proved to be a superb 

successor. Our membership records and financial records have never been in better shape.

However, I must take this opportunity of asking members to please support Elizabeth Waters in her quest for Folly jaunts for 

the membership. Elizabeth puts together such a terrific programme but it really is reliant on the contributions of ideas and 

practical support from all of us.

I am pleased to report that the decision to appoint professional book-keepers and a Company Secretary has provided much-

needed continuity and stability to the management of the Charity. As the person who takes so much of the responsibility for 

financial management, our Treasurer, Iain Gray, has been particularly appreciative of this arrangement. However, as I am 

sure most of you will know, Iain’s contribution to the Folly Fellowship ranges far beyond this – indeed an account of his hard 

work and dedication would require very much more space than I have in this report. 
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